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INTRODUCTION

Sea otters have struggled to find a foothold in
Japan after being extirpated by the maritime fur

FUTURE STEPS

Collect additional data to increase
sample size and conduct statistically

METHODS

Diet and foraging behaviors were measured by
following well-established protocols (Bodkin,

trade in the 1800s (Kenyon, 1969). However, the
endangered species Is how reoccupying portions
of its historical range and forming small,

2011). A 50-80x Questar telescope was used to
spot sea otters within viewable range (100-800 m
from shore) along the Cape Kiritappu coastline.

meaningful analyses

Calculate energy intake rates using

fragmented populations along Eastern Hokkaido.
One such population has settled off Cape
Kiritappu, a remote outcrop first recolonized iIn
2016. The Cape currently supports about 15 sea
ofters, which may multiply over the coming
decades (Kataoka, 2024).

the Sea Otter Foraging Analysis
Program (Tinker et al., 2008)

All observations were made during daylight hours

in early November 2024. Figure 2. (A) Binoculars and (B) telescope-camera

complex used for data collection.

RESULTS
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publications and presentations
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Food limitation leads to behavioral diversification and
dietary specialization in sea otters. PNAS, 7105(2),
560-565.

surrounded by productive bays with highly
profitable fisheries, and sea otter recovery may
pose a threat to their sustainability. Hamanaka
officials, along with the regional Fisheries
Cooperative Association, have begun expressing
early fears over possible conflict with the reric [
endangered species (Kyodo News, 2020).

Overall foraging success was 86.14% (excluding
dives of unknown success). Only small- and
medium-sized prey were eaten.
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